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14th November 2010 Fountain 


Hello, I created this blog to share a bit of my inner life... Welcome to visitors! Does life have a meaning? 


Yes, certainly... if we give it a meaning! 

But what meaning can we give it in this world that sometimes seems so terrifying? 

The answer can only seem to be individual and it is probably up to everyone to give meaning to their own life. 
Still need to get to know each other well. I mean to know its history, what constitutes us, what has been 
deposited in us, and, what stirs us from within also sometimes. 


The functioning of the masses, of the crowds shows through the events of history and current events that it is 
often necessary to show discernment so as not to be carried away by a whirlwind without much meaning. 


The answer, the source can only be found within ourselves. 


Below is an image taken from an alchemical treatise that symbolizes the inner source of being: "the mercurial 
fountain" 
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Fig. 3. — La fontaine mercurielle, 


[https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/-g3yEdMMjqTU/TW3b-PWn9xl/AAAAAAAAAP0/toOxFOF5Scw/s1600/La+fontaine+mercurielle. jpg] 


Let's look at this image: 

At the four corner are represented four stars therefore a quaternity. This represents on the one hand the 
celestial light which generates matter, and on the other hand symbolizes the four elements (Fire, Earth, Air and 
Water) 

It is noted that from a symbolic point of view the number four is always a feminine number. 

In the center, as opposed to the square, is a round basin . This is the matrix of the perfect form, it is the vas 
hermeticum (alchemical vessel). On the edge of the basin is written: " Unus est Mercurius mineralis, Mercurius 
vegetabilis, Mercurius animalis", that is to say: "One is mineral mercury, vegetable mercury (living) and animal 
mercury (having a soul). " 

Outside; at the edge of the fountain, six stars symbolize, with Mercury, the seven planets or metals (Mercury 
being the pater metallorum , that is to say the father of the metals) 


The fountain of Mercury has three pipes which correspond to the three names of Mercury: Lac virginis (Milk of 
Mary) acetum fontis (spring vinegar) aqua vitae (eau de vie) these are three of the innumerable synonyms of 
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Mercury. It is noted that the number three from a symbolic point of view is always masculine. 


Above the fountain is the Sun on the left , the Moon on the right . These two well-known symbols represent 
masculine and feminine, day and night, and, by association, father and mother. 

In the middle of the Sun and the Moon is a fifth star which symbolizes the fifth nature, "the one in the four", the 
quintessence of the four stars ( quinta essentia) 


At the top is represented the bifid or bicephalous serpent because it has two heads. He represents the dual 
nature of Mercury (natura duplex) His heads spit fire, from which emerge the two columns of smoke of Mary 
(the Coptic or the Jewish) These are the vapors that rush and generate the process again and thus lead to a 
succession of sublimation or distillation which lead to the purification of the bad smells and darkness of the 
beginning of the work. 


All this therefore forms, to summarize a cycle: 

The Four (4 stars) generates by its unity (on the one hand the circle and on the other hand the 5° star or 
quintessence) the Three (Three pipes or names of Mercury) which itself generates the Two , then the One. 
The Four represents the plural state of man who has not reached inner unity. The Triad appears masculine, that 
is to say as determination and action (the gushing of the mercurial fountain) The two represents a duality that 
must be overcome by distinction and integration. 


Below, another version of "La Fontaine mercurielle" extracted from "Rosarium philosophorum": 
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[http://3.bp.blogspot.com/- 
YJc4tvrTwQc/VKIO- 


9 _YMEI/AAAAAAAAIOW/YO6RUKRNLCA/Ss1600/Fontaine%2Bde%2Bjouvence%2Bd%270%C3%BI%2Bcoule%2B1%2 7 Eau%2Bmercuri 
elle%2B-%2BRosarium%2Bphilosophorum%2B-%2BPrague%2B-%2B1578.jpeg] 


"Fountain of youth from which flows mercurial water" 
Rosarium philosophorum - Prague - 1578 


Finally, we can observe that this first 


image extracted from the anonymous treatise 
pholosophorum" ("the rosary of the philosophers") is similar, due to the configuration (four stars, a fountain, a 


"Rosarium 
center etc.) to a form of mandala . A mandala in the east is made for mediation. 


Here is a very nice example found on the net that I really like: 
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[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_f5mBiFYiqoU/T QWwZixYFFI/AAAAAAAAAFQ/mwIKhVGf5XM/s1 600/mandala-reiki-baechler.jpg] 


Notice the analogy, here is the rose window of the south facade of the cathedral of Notre-Dame de Paris : 
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[http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_f5mBiFYiqoU/TQWxpkKKmC4I/AAAAAAAAAFU/L3X5656EIS8/s1600/Rosace+sud.JPG] 
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kf TEpemSAGU/Uv5SA9fBdnwl/AAAAAAAAHUS/KzxnzRkKMY_o/s1600/Johan+Daniel+Mylius+-+Miniature+-+Fontaine.joeg] 
"La Fontaine" - Opus medico-chymicum 
1618 - by Johan Daniel Mylius 
"In nature you must study that from which God created everything." 


But by the way... what is the philosophical Mercury? 
To find out, read the article Le Mercure (http://aqua-permanens.blogspot.com/2010/11/le-mercure.htmil [http://aqua- 
permanens.blogspot.com/2010/11/le-mercure. html] 
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[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_f5mBiFYiqoU/T Q9szSjLVel/AAAAAAAAAIo/woAsw2Pc_bl/s1600/Fontaine+de+jouvence-Lucas+Cranach.jpg] 
"The Fountain of Youth" 
by Lucas Cranach (Renaissance) 


On the fifth page of his famous Book of Jewish Abraham, Nicolas Flamel confided to vellum (vellum is a white 
and fine calfskin which was used by calligraphers and miniaturists in the Middle Ages): 

"There was a beautiful flowery rosebush in the middle of a beautiful garden, climbing against a hollow oak, at the foot of which 
bubbled a Fountain of very white water , which went to rush into the abyss, passing nevertheless first into the hands of 


‘infinite peoples who dug in the earth, looking for it: but because they were blind, no one knew it, except someone, considering 
the weight' 
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"The Fountain of Youth of the Children of Venus" 
Illumination from De Sphaera, 15th century - Modena 


Let's look at the image above: 

The children of the goddess Venus bathe naked in the fountain of youth in the center. The scene takes place in 
the middle of a medieval town in a closed enclosure. Around the fountain three singers on the left and on the 
right musicians who play outdoor wind instruments. 

In the foreground from right to left: a table with fine prepared meals and good bottles and barrels of wine, a 
lute player, and,a loving couple kissing. 

It is a fantasized medieval representation of earthly paradise. 
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[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/- 
CZsvmQMpUEO/TuD5o0ggR45I/AAAAAAAAAdO/ZWIBnJYVmRU/s1600/Abraham+El%25C3%25A9azar+-+1760.jpeg] 
Abraham Eleazar - Uraltes chymisches Werk - Leipzig 1760 


Let's look at the image above: 

Here is depicted Rabbi Abraham Eléazar , Nicolas Flamel's mysterious master, who stands on his church-like 
Athanor . 

Notice at the top of the small bell tovver, the symbol of primater Antimony (The globe represents matter and the 
Cross symbolizes the Spirit). 

The stream running down the illustration represents the long-winded but sure "Wet Way" of Alchemy and 
which goes through many distillations. 

The weasel that enters the small door at the bottom left symbolizes "The Dry Way” , which is shorter but 
more dangerous and for which the adept must acquire a good knowledge and mastery of the various mercurial 
fires. This second way or dry way is that of the secret igneous salt, or saltpetre (potassium nitrate) or even 
Dragon's slime. There is also a third way: "The Royal Way" 


which while taking into account the knowledge acquired by the first two paths, takes place directly in the space 


aqua-permanens blogspot.com/20 10/1 1/la-source html 10/24 


4/12/23, 11:44 PM La Fontaine | Aqua Permanens 


that is called psyche . 
Indeed, as we will see, it is in the psyche that light and matter, mind and body, etc., meet. And, it is through the 


study of dreams and suites of dreams, their dynamics, their symbols that the adept realizes The Stone of the 
Philosophers . As Gérard Dorn (16th century alchemist, student of Paracelsus) wrote, he himself becomes a 


"living stone" I 


For a small study on the Athanor read the article: The Athanor [http://aqua-permanens.blogspot.com/2011/01/la-guerre- 
by-janequin-2008-prom_13.html] 
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[http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-8tbY CIMlaKw/Uv5EKakLDTI/AAAAAAAAHU4/5E_2r8mk_fY/s1600/La+fontaine+dans+le+jardin+chimique+- 
+Das+Buch+der+Rechteh+zu+ Distilieren+de+Brunschwygt+-+Strasbourg+-+1519.jpeg] 
"The Fountain in the Chemical Garden" 
Das Buch der Rechteh zu Distilieren de Brunschwygt - Strasbourg - 1519 
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[http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_f5mBiFYiqoU/TR-DIP- 
2jf/AAAAAAAAAMQ/HtIKBQ---bM/s1 600/La+fontaine+de+jouvence.jpg] 
The Fountain of Youth 
Illumination from De Sphaera, 15th century-Modena 


Let's look at the image above: 

In the middle of the fountain here is represented the tree of life and knowledge, symbol of the Great Work. He 
was born from the mercurial source, the primordial sea where all things have their origin. 

The fountain of quicksilver (of Mercury) develops on three levels , corresponding to the three orders of the 
cosmos (celestial, sublunar and infernal) to the three kingdoms of nature (vegetable, mineral and animal) 
and to the three hermetic Waters (solar, lunar and mercurial) 

It is from the conjunction of these three levels that the Philosopher's Stone is born . 


Here is now an extract from Jean de Meung 's "Roman de la Rose" 
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[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-s2R5TNQLcmE/UzqxrbEVRol/AAAAAAAAHfI/LaAD7Ub8VXk/s1600/Roman+de+la+Rose+- 
+lllustration+fran%C3%A7aise+du+XV%C2%B0+si%C3%A8cle.jpg] 
"The Romance of the Rose" - French illustration from the 15th century 


In the 13th century Jean de Meung wrote: 

"The fountain of which Iam speaking to you is a salutary and wonderfully beautiful fountain. Listen rather. Its waters are of 
pleasant flavor, and good for animals suffering from languor, they come out clear and lively from three admirable douis which 
are so close from each other that they unite into one, so that when you see them, you find sometimes three, sometimes one, but 
never four: this is their singularity. , for it wells up from itself, which others do not, fed by foreign veins. nor foliage, for the 
water which can never fail comes from a source so high that no tree can reach it; at most, downstream,do you notice a low 
olive tree, under which the wave passes, and when the small olive tree is the cool waters that wet its roots, it receives such 
nourishment that it grows into branches and takes on leaves and fruits , and it becomes so tall and wide that the pine described 
to you did not rise so high and the boughs did not stretch so far or give so much shade.(The great alchemical work is often 
symbolized by a tree that bears fruit) This olive tree, with tall branches, covers the fountain with shade; and there in the 
cool the bugs lurk, sucking the dew distilled from the flowers and the tender grass. On the tree is hung a roll on which is read 
this inscription in small letters: HERE UNDER THE OLIVE TREE WHICH BEARS THE FRUIT OF SALVATION FLOWS THE 
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FOUNTAIN OF LIFE. What pine would such a tree be worth? I will also tell you (crazy people will find it hard to believe and 
many will take it for fable) that in this fountain shines an admirable carbuncle (symbol of the philosopher's stone)on all 
the precious stones, all round and three-faceted, and it is placed in view so that it can be seen distinctly blazing throughout the 
park; wind, rain, clouds cannot stop its rays, so beautiful and magnificent is it; and know that such is the virtue of the stone 
that each facet is worth as much as the other two and that the two are worth only the third; and no one can distinguish them 
one from the other, so long as he knows how to apply himself, nor join them by reflection that he does not find them distinct. 
But no sun illuminates it, for it is so resplendent that the sun which shines the double crystal of the other fountain would 
appear dull and dark next to it. What more can I tell you? There is no other sun that shines there than this blazing carbuncle. It 
illuminates these places more magnificently than any sun in the world. She sends the night into exile, she makes the day 
eternal, without end and without beginning; it is a sun which stands at the same point without passing through the signs of the 
year, nor the hours which measure the day, it is a sun which has neither noon nor midnight. The carbuncle has such marvelous 
power that those who approach it and put their faces in the water see all the things in the park, whichever way they turn, and 
know them properly as well as themselves; and, after they have seen themselves there, they will never be the object of any 
illusion, so long as they return there clairvoyant and learned. without end and without beginning; it is a sun which stands at 
the same point without passing through the signs of the year, nor the hours which measure the day, it is a sun which has 
neither noon nor midnight. The carbuncle has such marvelous power that those who approach it and put their faces in the 
water see all the things in the park, whichever way they turn, and know them properly as well as themselves; and, after they 
have seen themselves there, they will never be the object of any illusion, so long as they return there clairvoyant and learned. 
without end and without beginning; it is a sun which stands at the same point without passing through the signs of the year, 
nor the hours which measure the day, it is a sun which has neither noon nor midnight. The carbuncle has such marvelous 
power that those who approach it and put their faces in the water see all the things in the park, whichever way they turn, and 
know them properly as well as themselves; and, after they have seen themselves there, they will never be the object of any 
illusion, so long as they return there clairvoyant and learned. approach it and put their faces in the water see all the things of 
the park, whichever way they turn and know them properly as well as themselves; and, after they have seen themselves there, 
they will never be the object of any illusion, so long as they return there clairvoyant and learned. approach it and put their 
faces in the water see all the things of the park, whichever way they turn and know them properly as well as themselves; and, 
after they have seen themselves there, they will never be the object of any illusion, so long as they return there clairvoyant and 
learned. 

("Le Roman de la Rose - Second part" by Jean de Meung - 13th century - Adaptation in modern French by André 
Mary) 
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"Fountain of Youth" - Anonymous tapestry - 


14th century 


Colmar - Unterlinden Museum 


15/24 
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(https://h6.googleusercontent.com/- 
WF90qSZwx7c/TWnuP1JBXol/AAAAAAAAAPK/SILWdVgF0c8/s1600/Fontaine. JPG] 
Fountain of the Basilica of St Clement in Rome 


Here is an alchemical poem by Jehan de la Fontaine that he wrote in 1413: 
The fountain of science lovers . 
One day the poet entered an orchard which a certain Zephirus was tending: 


"When I saw a fountain 
Of very clear water, pure and fine, 
Which was under a hawthorn. 


Near this fountain, he met Knowledge and Reason who revealed to him: 


“In the fountain ha one thing, 
Which is very nobly enclosed. 
He who knew it well, 

On all others the Aymeroit. 
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This is the Philosopher's Stone: 
“It is a noble and worthy stone, 
Made by divine science, 
in which virtue abounds 
More than anywhere in the world. » 


Mother Nature then appeared to reveal to him the name of the miraculous fountain and the secrets of Alchemy: 


“She is called for the best 
The fountain of lovers. » 


RUE 


DELA FONTAINE 


[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-3jerLt2SU4Y/T8SYa3HrPTI/AAAAAAAABIE/bISHpTB__Ok/s1600/Rue+de+la+Fontaine. JPG] 
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[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/- 
AflG2pliPhk/TuECvjHyNel/AAAAAAAAAdw/wNxXPtm3it Js/s1 600/Steffan+Michelspacher+-+lV+-+La+Fontaine.jpeg] 
Steffan Michelspacher - Kabbalah Plate IV - Hamburg 1616 


Let's look at the illustration above: 

The Fountain of Eternal Youth rises in the center of the garden. To a certain extent it represents the earthly 
paradise found thanks to the new regenerated Adam, that is to say to Christ. The two spouses are kneeling at 
the foot of the fountain, in adoration before Christ in glory. 


Down below and under the earth the seven metals that await their perfection and cannot enter the garden. 
Two flaming swords prevent them from passing. The seven metals are waiting for the precious elixir for those 
who communicate through the perfection of the work, that is to say that by the gradual enlargement of the 
consciousness of the follower, new perspectives are opened up. Metals represent matter devoid of spirit and 
without consciousness but ready for the process of transformation. 

(For planets/metals correspondence see the table below). 

Above and in the center: Christ who is or represents the Philosopher's Stone, who offers two chalices on either 
side: 
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e The Moon , Physician of the First Degree, White Rose or Diana. 
e The Sun , Immortal Spirit, Fixed Sufferer , or Apollo. 


The chalices offered by Christ to the royal couple contain the elixir of long life which comes from the figure at 
the top right who carries the cross of Christ connected to God and the Holy Spirit. 

Note the representation of the three operations of the Opus with the three fountain levels. At the level of the 
middle fountain, Mars and Venus , which indicate which metals and which materials and by extension which 
archetypes must be conjoined and associated at this stage... Two saline substances reveal the secret Fire! 
Mercury is at the top of the fountain with his caduceus and the six-pointed star of Kabbalistic harmony. 

At the top left, the semi-circle that God hung on the clouds after the flood as a sign of covenant, and which 
takes place by the blood of Christ in the form of Lapis (of the Stone). The passion of Christ connected man to 
God. Notice the angel supporting the passion of Christ in heaven at upper right. The comings and goings of the 
birds which symbolize the Holy Spirit from the passion of Christ and towards the mercurial fountain. God sends 
his holy spirit to the Fountain of the Philosophers. 
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[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-QQPw8- 
U8GQ4/VHymy9P8ppl/AAAAAAAAIKo/GbhbudMEt_o/s1600/La%2BVierge%2BMarie%2Bentour%C3%A9e%2Bde%2Bsymboles%2Bf 
%C38%AQMiINins%2B-%2BaAltorientalische%2BSymbolik%2B-%2BHugo%2BPrinz%2B- 

%2Bimage%2Bdu%2BXVII%C2%BO0%2Bsi%C3%A8cle.jpeg] 
The Virgin Mary - pious image 
Excerpt from " Altorientalische Symbolik" by Hugo Prinz - 17th century 


Let's look at the image above: 

We see the Virgin Mary surrounded by six angels who is standing on a crescent moon. His face is haloed with 
ten stars. Above, left and right respectively the Sun and the Moon. 

In the lower foreground a fountain , source of life. Behind this fountain a garden of square form therefore 
quaternary which is closed. Notice on the left a round temple, on the right a tower but also a door and also a 
well. In the foreground two trees symbols of life: a palm tree and a cypress . 
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[http://3.bp.blogspot.com/- 
KMkQ8Sf38hCQ/Uu0d8g20rfl/AAAAAAAAHPw/4nUu8iznzzA/s1 600/Fontaine+de+Vie+- 
+D%C8%AYbut+1X%C2%BO+8i%C3%AB8Cle. jpeg] 
Fountain of Life - Early 9th century 


Let's look at the illumination above: 

A central rotunda-shaped temple under which resides an octagonal fountain is surrounded by animals. It is the 
fountain of Life. Above the temple a cross in which is represented Apollo , the sun god. This figure was often 
associated with Christ in the early days of Christianity. On either side of the columns of the temple a couple of 
doves. 

Animals: The deer, the doe, the stork, the swan, a couple of goats which come to drink at the fountain are other 
symbols. 

All of these representations have a value of light, rebirth and immortality. 
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[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_f5mBiFYiqoU/TQ9srJQ8bQI/AAAAAAAAAITK/HtIftvY RX-s/s1 600/Fontaine+de+jouvence+grecque. jpg] 
The fountain of youth is one of the ancient myths 
attributing a regenerative importance to water 


Thanks for reading. 
Good Magisterium! 


Posted 14th November 2010 by L'alchimiste 


Show comments 


The Unicorn December 21, 2010 at 02:03 


What a great idea this blog is! 
Notre-Dame de Paris, alchemical masterpiece... all these messages inscribed in stone by the "initiated" 
builders... 


But alchemy is also in humble things... and even in ditties: 


" At the clear fountain, 

Going for a walk 

I found the water so beautiful 
That I bathed in it 


I've loved you for a long time 
I'll never forget you 


Under the leaves of an oak tree, 
I dried myself 


On the highest branch, 
A nightingale was singing..." 


Respond 


Answers 


Artemis November 3, 2020 at 00:20 
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association with the welcome ditty :). Another discovery that amazes me! 
THANKS 


Respond 


EZ Spiritual Alchemist June 30, 2011 at 00:33 

w i 

AG's Hello, 
To resume your summary, the four does not generate, it is the representation of two opposite forces 
and two opposite directions, between passive forces and active forces, it is the primitive world, world 
of sensations, represents the earth and its four elements, it is also the representation of the solidified 
manifestation. 
The 4 is the initiatory path, experience of matter, and will open the door to the 1, but be careful to 
follow a path, it is not to find the path, the source being multiple. This is why the study cannot be 
done by studying a material, because necessarily, it is to observe things only through a prism, which is 
not light. I repeat the uncreated cannot be understood from the created, Man is and will always 
remain in the domain of the created, even after his regeneration, which is the ultimate goal, since 
returning to the source, the 1. I think that you are making 
a error in saying that the four generates the three, then the three ... the two, then the two .. the 1. it 
is to take the path in reverse, I will explain myself and I will take Chinese cosmogony for that. 


It is said that the Wu Ji (the non-being) created the Great 1 (Tai yi) and Tai yi gave the two, that is to 
say the Yin and the Yang, the yin being the matter and the Yang the Sky, two being a bipolarization 
(Taiji), the Taiji being represented by this white and black sphere, with a white dot in the black and 
vice versa, to explain that in Yin there is a small part of yang and that in yang a small part of yin, 
which allows impulse and movement. The two being inseparable. 


From this union was born the three and will give the ten thousand beings, the manifestation of the 
created, and its multitude. 
So as you can see it can't be the other way around. 


Respond 


g Anonymous October 26, 2019 at 02:58 
Hello and thank you for this magnificent presentation so well illustrated ... 


Respond 


CHAREE rRNA RARTREA Sar vicBo Fleas? ELESNI NeLeamadiag anckebadder. 


geta reCAPTCHA challenae 
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